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Preface 
The Oxford Topology Symposium took place at the Mathematical Institute, Univer- 
sity of Oxford, on 27th, 28th, 29th and 30th June, 1989. It was supported by the 
British Science and Engineering Research Council, the United States Office 
of Naval Research and the London Mathematical Society, and attended by 146 
mathematicians from 25 countries. The Organising Committee was made up of P.J. 
Collins, A.J. Ostaszewski and G.M. Reed. 
A major aim of the Symposium, and one to which the organisation of the 
programme was directed, was the cross-fertilisation of ideas between different 
branches of topology; in particular, the application of topology to theoretical 
computer science. There were times when the audience for a topology talk included 
a large number of computer scientists, whilst the audience of a parallel session in 
the computer science section was well represented by topologists. 
However, as a result of the considerable response to our call for papers, it was 
decided to publish a separate Proceedings of papers on computer science (Oxford 
University Press). The present volume contains articles submitted by participants 
in topology. 
I should like to express my warm appreciation, especially to Jerry Vaughan for 
his assistance in preparing these Proceedings for the press, and to all contributors 
and referees whose courtesy and help have made my task as Editor a much lighter 
one. 
P.J. Collins 
Guest Editor 
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